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It has been another term full of activity with some exciting things coming up within the next couple of months, as
outlined in this newsletter.
The team here at Tararua REAP continue to be inspired by people within our community who are on personal journeys
in learning and living. Kei te pai. Whakahauhau koe ki a matou. Utilising learning to support wellbeing and quality of
life can be anything from attending courses to committing to the Strengthening Families process; a coordinated
community approach to help families reach their full potential. On the 22nd of November we have Tessa Mackenzie
here at Tararua REAP for a workshop for Strengthening Families Facilitators. If you have experience in facilitating and
are interested in this training please give us a ring and have a chat about what it entails.
Do you know what services are available in our region? If you’d like a refresh on this please feel welcome to join the
next Strengthening Families Network Forum Thursday 7th November at 10.30 a.m. here at Tararua REAP to join a “Speed
Dating” session being facilitated by Tararua Community Youth Services.
We are excited to be offering a Level One Traffic Controller Course – this one day workshop, 20th November, will equip
participants with an NZTA approved Card and Certificate, increasing job opportunities. Please see the flyer on page 7
for more information.
The White Ribbon Dine and Dance on 16th November offers an opportunity to have some fun and support the very
worthy cause of reducing family harm. Tickets are on sale here at Tararua REAP and are a bargain with tables of 10 only
$300 or individual tickets $35. Hope you can join us!
It was a privilege to have had the opportunity to host another
successful “Loves Me Not” programme to some of our local
youth alongside NZ Police and the Tararua Abuse Intervention
Network yesterday. Loves Me Not is a
“whole-school approach” for youth (year 12 and above)
to understand what a positive, healthy relationship looks
like and to help recognise and prevent potential abusive
behaviour in any current or future relationships. Presenters were
blown away by the awesome bunch of kids: Respectful, Engaging.
Mature & Insightful.
As the end of the year rapidly approaches we are starting to think about 2020 and think about what has gone well in
2019 and what not quite so well. I’d love feedback from you. We are here to serve our community – how are we
doing? Please do pick up the phone, pop in or email with any thoughts or suggestions!

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei, Claire

Best wishes to our local Kapa
haka groups Te Kura Kaupapa o Tamaki nui a Rua
.
and Huia Range School heading to the National competition in Hamilton next
week. We are proud of you!!!
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Early Childhood Education (ECE) & Schools
Kia Ora to all parents/caregivers, whanau, teachers and children in our area
“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.”
-Nelson Mandela
This quote is beautiful, inspirational and at the heart what we do here at Tararua REAP. We love building relationships
in our community and providing quality education experiences for parents, caregivers, whanau, ECE playgroups, ECE
centres and schools.
Last term Tararua REAP teams up with Fire and Emergency New Zealand (FENZ) to design and deliver Firewise sessions
to all playgroups, some ECE centres, Te Kohanga Reo, and new entrant classrooms. REAP came prepared with a whole
lot of activities and resources to explore and learn about being safe around fires. Together we created and practiced
escape plans; explored real firefighters protection clothing and the superhero role of a firefighter; investigated fire
forensics; enjoyed role playing in firefighters clothing, using firefighting tools, driving fire trucks; played find the
matches games, created fire art with messages, and of course read the Firewise book and learnt the safety song. The
high level of interest and engagement from the children and parents was amazing. By the end of every session children
and parents knew and remembered the key fire messages:
Fire is hot, fast and dangerous!
Get Out! Say Out!
Don’t Hide, Get Outside!
Stay a metre from the heater!
Matches – Adult’s tools not kid’s toys!

We were lucky to have Emily Borrie, a firefighter from the Dannevirke Volunteer Fire Brigade, accompany to most
centres to support the learning and answer any question parent may have. Other FENZ support came from Mike
Finucane, fire risk management officer. He helped home care centres with correct positioning of fire alarms and safety
requirements. FENZ were incredible at supplying teaching resources for the session and to take home to continue the
learning.
The finale to the Firewise session was a huge Kids Open Day at the Dannevirke Fire Station. 160 children and 60 adults
from playgroups, ECE centres, kindergartens, Kohanga, junior and middle school classrooms, and even a whole school
enjoyed learning Firewise, meeting 12 volunteers and exploring our local station. Everyone was able to hear the
Firewise messages again, check out the engines and all the equipment and clothing, explore the museum, rural
firefighting and use real fire hoses. A highlight was the escape my house challenge where people had to find their way
through and out of a simulated dark house.
Recently, Tararua REAP teamed up with Dannevirke South School, Autism NZ and Mana Whaikaha to hold an autism
Information Evening. Children with autism interpret the world and what is happening around them differently than
other children. The intention of the evening was to bring an awareness and understanding of autism to the community,
so that students and families in our community who are living with autism are understood, supported and valued. This
evening was very well supported by parents, teachers, business owners, police, students and others.

Tihei mauri ora
Jo Brown
Early Childhood Education and School Coordinator
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Message from our Budget Advisors
Are you or someone you know eligible to apply for a Rates Rebate?
Getting a rates rebate – certain criteria to apply

A rates rebate is a partial refund for people who pay rates to the council
•

What is a rates rebate

•

A rates rebate is a partial refund for people who pay rates to the council.

•

You must be:

•

the person who pays the rates on the property that’s your home

•

living in your home

•

listed as the ratepayer in the council's Rating Information Database (RID).

•

Go to https://www.govt.nz/ to see if you are eligible to apply

•

You could get up to $640 off your rates bill.

VARIETY CHILD SPONSORSHIP
We have applied to Variety for Sponsorship for children on behalf of 2 families.
Both families have secured some funding to help with the cost of clothing and school books.
Families can self-refer or we can help you.
Check it out on: https://www.variety.org.nz/
Tararua REAP Budget Service

Strengthening Families
A coordinated community approach that helps families reach their full potential
Anyone can refer a family – or themselves - into the Strengthening Families
process. Whānau need to give their consent, have children aged between 0 – 17
years old and be involved with more than one agency. Contact Alyshea to find out
how easy it is to engage, phone (06) 374 6565 or email: sf@tararuareap.co.nz or
find out more on the website www.strengtheningfamilies.govt.nz

Term Four Network dates:
Thursday 7th November
Thursday 5th December

Strengthening Families Network Forum Meetings:
A great chance for everyone providing services to introduce yourself and the work you do with a chance to network
with other agencies/organisations in and around our District.
•
•

held once a month at 10:30am
first Thursday of every month at Tararua REAP, 15 Gordon Street, Dannevirke.

Alyshea Bell
Strengthening Families Coordinator
3

Whānau Support
Term 3 has been an eventful one, Tararua REAP staff worked together as a team
to attend and take part in a spectacular Matariki event hosted by Ngati
Kahungungu. This was a well-organized event that enabled us to provide fun
activities for children and whānau.
I have been attending regular Triple P (Positive Parenting Program) training in
Palmerston North over the last term and this will enable me to be able to run
Triple P parenting courses either one on one or group workshops. I am very
excited to be able to work alongside whānau to help them develop confidence
and competence in managing common behavioral problems and developmental
issues.
I have also been lucky enough to attend training from SKIP which enables me to
present the new online parenting resource tool. This tool offers an easily
assessable wealth of knowledge and resources that practitioners can share with
families they work alongside.
We also held a Parent & Baby First Aid session that was extremely well attended with many parents bringing along their
wee ones. The tutor, Kynan Griffiths, has many years’ experience and made the session very interactive and fun while
teaching all the fundamentals around those main First Aid concerns that we have as parents. We will continue to work
alongside Kynan in order to be able to offer this valuable learning to other whānau in our community.

Whakatauki
Ehara taku toa
I te toa takitahi
Engari, he toa takitini
Success is not the work of one but the work of many.
Haley Butcher
Parent & Whānau support Coordinator

Supporting Whānau to thrive
If you or your Whānau are in need of extra Support, want to gain more confidence, knowledge, and skills that
suit your Whānau you can come see Haley at Tararua REAP. Whānau Support uses Support and Navigation to
help you set goals, get direction and Support your Whānau to Thrive.
Call into REAP on Gordon Street to see if Whānau Support would be right for you and your Whānau.
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