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Term Dates 2021
Term One
First Day
Last Day
Term Two
First Day
Last Day

SCHOOL VALUES
Give it a Go!, Respectful, Empowered, Attitude, Thinking

Wednesday 3 February
Friday 16 April

Principal Chat
Kia Ora Koutou / Welcome / Velkommen

Monday 3 May
Friday 9 July

Term Three
First Day
Monday 26 July
Last Day
Friday 1 October
Term Four
First Day
Monday 18 October
Last Day
Wednesday 16 December

Event Calendar
FEBRUARY
18
Community BBQ – 5.30pm
25
Merit Assembly – Odyssey Cave
MARCH
3
Wai Splash
11
Merit Assembly – Awatea
15
Country Schools Swimming
16-18 Zero Waste
25
Interschool Swimming
APRIL
2
Good Friday – SCHOOL CLOSED
5
Easter Monday – SCHOOL
CLOSED
6
Easter Tuesday – SCHOOL
CLOSED
8
Merit Assembly – Redet
16
LAST DAY OF TERM 1

It seems like the school year has just begun and already we are through
week two. The lovely weather has made it possible for the whole school
to sit together for lunch and enjoy the shade from our trees. I have
been impressed with the lack of rubbish in the school bins and our
worms are certainly enjoying the food scraps that we are feeding them.
Thank you for supporting the school with lunch wrappers coming home,
it has made a difference. Weekly recycling is being done by the senior
class, and hopefully this will see a drastic reduction in what goes in the
bins we have to pay for.
Two days this week I have taken a group to Ruahine School to teach
them some Scandi Dancing, which they want to use in their upcoming
production. Being able to share some of our school culture is a privilege
and is part of giving back to the community. Our students stepped up
and were proud to help teach the Ruahine students.
Yesterday school accounts were sent out. Please check these and make
arrangements for them to be paid, especially accounts from 2019/2020.
This helps us keep the school running smoothly.
Tomorrow is Maxine’s last official day with us, although she will be back
to help our new Office Manager settle in. Max has promised to keep in
touch with the school so hopefully we will still be seeing her around.
We are having a shared lunch at 1pm tomorrow to farewell Maxine if
you would like to join us.
Our new Office Manager, Margaret Streater will start on the 22nd of
February. Margaret has many years’ experience in school offices and
will be an asset to our school. This does mean our office will not always
have someone there next week, although we will cover as much as
possible. Pease be patient if the office is closed. Phones will be
checked regularly.
The swimming pool has been held up by availability of a plumber and
equipment. Fingers crossed it will be finished next week. Years 4-8 will
be travelling to Wai Splash for two swimming lessons this term before
the Country School Swimming Sports.
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Remember our community BBQ is next Thursday, mark the date.
Kia pai to mutunga wiki. Have a great weekend.
Nga mihi ō te tau hau

Ka kite ano
Angela McQuarrie
Principal

AWATEA
Welcome back to Awatea and 2021.
Awatea has started this year settled and enthusiastic to learn. We have started the year
talking about our expectations in class and around the school. All seniors are aware of their
role in the school and the expectations of them as role models.
We started this term learning about the Treaty of Waitangi and the influences of this today.
Maths has been based around problem solving and statistics. Homework has started with
spelling and times tables and reading will be added on next week. Please help your student
with their homework, especially times tables as these will help with all math work.
Our Library day is Tuesday for this term as Technology starts next term. When the swimming
pool is up and running we will be swimming in the mornings every day. Fitness is held 3
mornings a week and seniors are helping to run this but please remember a change of clothes
for the field.
We are going through the process of employing a senior teacher. Until this happens I will be
teaching 3 days a week and Mrs Kirsten Selfe will be teaching 2 days a week. This will keep
consistency in the class.
Any concerns or queries please don’t hesitate to ask.
Thanks
Angela McQuarrie

ODYSSESEY CAVE
Welcome back to a new year full of fun and learning in Odyssey Cave.
We have had such a positive start to the year. The children have returned to school fresh,
eager and ready for learning, happy to see their friends again after the summer break. Our
Year 3 students are settling in well into routines and expectations, and are enjoying having
their very own desk! Thank you for organising stationery requirements for your children. This
makes introducing routines so much easier.
We have started the term by learning about New Zealand’s founding document, The Treaty of
Waitangi. From this we have understood the importance of an agreement and have designed
our own classroom treaty, which we have all signed and have promised to keep. We have looked
at MATE - Mutually Agreed Team Expectations, and the children have voiced some very
important ideals that make our team a GREAT place to be - partnership, participation, team
work, respectful, manners, trustworthy and helping each other.
The school has enjoyed our new start to each day with assembly Monday, fitness Tuesday Thursday and singing and kapa haka Fridays. Every Wednesday afternoon this term Odyssey
Cave is learning to participate in music making. We have made a great start by learning C7 on

the ukulele and playing percussion instruments. Later in the term we will explore beat and
rhythm in our very own bucket band!
This year all the children in Odyssey Cave require a book bag for homework, notices, readers
and library books. Book bags are to be brought to school every day. Homework is set on
Mondays and needs to be handed in on Fridays. Please encourage your children to be
responsible for their own learning and to complete and hand homework in on time.
Library day is Monday. We will let you know when the school pool is up and running and then
swimming is every day at 12:15pm. Also, please remember to put in a spare change of clothes
for your children so they can play on the school field at lunchtimes.
Odyssey Cave is first up with Merit Assembly next Thursday, so come to the VTS and join us
if you are able.
Here’s to a happy and productive first term.
Kind regards,
Jose’ McGoverne

REDET
Greetings to Parents, Caregivers and whanau,
We have had a brilliant start to 2021. I am honored and privileged to be teaching Years 0-2.
We are establishing positive learning routines in our class. Our students are positive, proactive
and participating in their learning in class. We are discussing and learning about our school
values and goals. In our class we are growing “GREAT Learners” engaged in “GREAT Learning”
experiences every day. We will connect and communicate our learning with our “GREAT
Community”.
Reading/Spelling Students will bring books home Monday to Thursday.
Poem: We go home on a Monday and be part of home reading
Numeracy: In class we are learning to recognize, say and write numbers from 1-20, basic facts
to 10/20. We are learning to skip count in 2’s to 20, 5’s to 100 and 10’s to 100. We are learning
to use an abacus, tens frame and hundred chart.
Literacy: We are learning to be wonderful writers using words we can spell, stretch and sound
out words we don’t know how to spell, yet. We are writing about our favorite memories of
people, places and experiences to share with our class.
Nga Manaakitanga,
Hiraina

FROM THE BOARD

Rugby

We hope that everyone has enjoyed their first week
back at school and has settled in well!
Don’t forget we have our Community BBQ next week
(Thursday the 18th) at 5.30pm. Please bring a plate,
we will supply the sausages and meat patties. We look
forward to seeing you all there!

Online Registrations for Rugby will go live in the next
week or so. We need a parent who could be the
representative for Norsewood School to attend the
meetings, and advise the school of information to pas
onto families. If you think you could help with this,
please let the office know. Thank you.

Steph O’Brien, Stuart Radcliffe, Brent Stewart,
Cameron Rolston, Hiraina Tamihana,
Angela McQuarrie,

Stationary
There are still quite a lot of students who have not
come to school with their required stationary yet. It
is extremely important that students have the
correct stationary so they are prepared and settled
for learning. Please ensure your child comes to
school on Monday with everything required.

Immunisation Forms
Year 7 and 8 students were sent home with
Immunisation Forms on Tuesday. Regardless of
whether your child IS or IS NOT going to be
immunised, these forms must be returned ASAP.
There is a form in the booklet for each option that
needs to be filled out and returned. Thank you.

Uniform
Norsewood & Districts’ School has a uniform policy.
You can find a copy of this on our school website.
Please ensure your child comes to school in the
correct, full uniform. Second hand uniform is
available to purchase through the office for a koha.
New uniform can be purchased through Stitch Me in
Dannevirke. They hold most sizes in stock, but
anything in a size 16 and over will need to be ordered
in for you in an adult’s size. Long sleeve tops are also
available, but again will need to be ordered in.

Yummy Stickers
Please send any ‘Yummy Stickers’ or the ‘Yummy cutouts’ on bags of fruit to school. The more we can
collect, the more points we earn to spend on Sports
Equipment for the school! If you would like a sheet
sent home to put stickers on, please contact Maxine
in the office.

Student Information Sheets
Envelopes were sent home with the oldest student in
each family yesterday. These contain information
contact and health information about your child. It is
EXTREMELY important that you check the details,
make any changes necessary and send this back to
school ASAP. Thank you.

Overdue Accounts
There are quite a few overdue accounts outstanding.
Statements were sent home yesterday in the same
envelope as the Student Information Sheets. Please
pay these accounts by the end of this month.

Absences
If your child is absent, please contact the office to
let us know. You can contact us by calling the office
and leaving a voicemail or using the ‘absence’ function
on Skool Loop. Skool Loop is a free app that can be
downloaded onto your phone.
Please ensure you clearly state:
 Name of Child
 Reason for absence – if no reason is given
then your child will be marked as an
unjustified absence.

Cattle Scheme
Norsewood & Districts’ School Support Group run a
Cattle Scheme to help with fundraising. This scheme
entails people donating a calf to the school, and after
2 years when it is on-sold to the works all proceeds
from this calf are donated to the school. If you would
be interested in participating in this scheme, or know
someone who may want to support our school by
joining this scheme, or grazing an animal, please
contact Maxine in the office or any of our SSG
members for more details.

OUTSIDE NOTICES

Happy Birthday to the following students for January!

Mary-Jane
Prophecy
Amelia
Nash

1st
4th
14th
20th

Happy Birthday to the following students for February!

Toko

4th

Colgate Recycling
We are unable to accept the cardboard packaging
from toothpaste tubes anymore. Please see the image
below on what items you can drop to the school office
for recycling. Our school earns cash-back for any
recycling we do, so please send in all of the below
items!

Lost Property
It’s that time of year again! Please ensure you check
the lost property box for any items that may belong
to you. Items that are not claimed and cannot be
returned will be put into our second hand uniform
stock for purchasing.

OUTSIDE NOTICES

CLEANING SERVICES




Internal / External Window Cleans
Vacancy Cleans
Regular Cleaning Services

