
 

 

 

 
 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

Term 2, Week 2, 7 – 11 May 2018 
 
 
 

 

Welcome/Velkommen/Kia Ora Koutou 
Welcome to Week 2, hope you are enjoying hearing about your childs/rens great adventures at school. 

Monday was School photos, thank you for remembering and sending students to school in correct uniform and 

well presented.  We will inform you when the photos are ready. 
 

We were very lucky on Tuesday to have Probus members visit us and to have the opportunity to perform.  

    
It was a very enjoyable and successful day.  We are so proud of our students and the way in which they 

represent Norsewood & Districts’ School.  We have received an email this morning from Glenys the Probus 

members organiser.  A beautiful message to share with everyone. 

Good morning Nikkie, 
You beat me this morning with your thank yous – 
Our Probus members thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Norsewood School and what a delight to see the 
children enjoying themselves and so well turned out in their school uniforms. The entertainment (which I 
know had taken hours of practice) was delightful and the children were so proud showing us around their 
great school. 
We wish the staff and pupils all the best for the remainder of the year. 
The rest of the day was very successful also, lunch at Hotel and visit to eel farm and wetlands, tour of 
sock factory and of course the shop where the members managed to help the economy of Norsewood 
area.  Thanks once again. 
Glenys 

 

Today we had a visit from Jennifer Somervell.  Jennifer is a local author and is from the Tales from the 

Farm Publications.  Jennifer ran 2 sessions one in the morning for our Junior School and one after morning 

tea for our Senior School.  We have been very lucky to be able to prepare for this visit because Jennifer is a 

generous lady and has sent our school copies of books, one being ‘A Very Greedy Tale’.   
 

Electives start tomorrow (Friday) at 1:50 p.m.  Thank you again to those who are taking an elective this term.  

The electives organisation is on display at school and students know which electives they will be joining.  If 

you have a golf putter(s) at home and are happy to share them to support the Golf elective, can you let 

Lorraine know at the office.  Thank you. 
 

It has been officially 1 year since Mr Kevin Clayton started his Great learning adventure at Norsewood & 

Districts’ School.  We would like to celebrate this with the community as a way in acknowledging his hard 

work and commitment to our school.  Please watch out for an invitation to this celebration. 
 

Det Bra/Nga Mihi  

Nikkie Christie  

(Principal)  

School Vision: 

“On a GREAT Learning Adventure” 
CoL Vision: 

An inclusive community that collaborates to support purposeful and intentional learning that is future focused 
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“On a Great Learning Adventure” 



From the BoT Chair’s Pen 
 
I had the privilege of being at the school when the visitors from the Probus group arrived on Tuesday.  May I 
congratulate all our students and staff for giving such an excellent demonstration of our Scandinavian & Maori 
heritage through song and dance for our visitors.  Well done to our Year 5/6 students (in the absence of our Year 7/8’s 
who were at technology) for leading the school so well, and special congratulations to Lydia Black for being a 
magnificent MC.  You did our school so proud! 
 
The renovations to the old Room 3 are complete and what a transformation.  We are looking forward to returning 
students to this teaching space.  Please see separate notice below regarding our planning of an official opening event. 
 

Craig Bishop 

Week 2 School Counsellors Report  

Charlotte Radcliffe, Cody Anderson & Gabriella Buckley 

At Technology the Year 8 students are making Windmills  and Year 7 students are cooking.   We are all 

enjoying attending Technology. 

The whole school are getting fit for Cross Country at the moment. 

 

 
 
We would like to celebrate the following birthday: 
 

 
 To Grace Chadwick 
 

 
 

New Classroom 
Our new classroom is at the stage where we are only waiting for compliance.  The finishing touches are nearly 
completed.  Once we have received compliance we will have an official opening.  We want this to involve the whole 
community and the classroom will be open for all to view during this event. 
We will notify everyone of a date in the near future and look forward to seeing you all there to help us celebrate.  This 
will be a time to share thoughts and ideas on how the Senior Hub has been working and answer any remaining concerns 
parents may have. 
 

Norway Day 
During next week the Year 7/8 children will be watched while practicing Scandi Dancing to enable us to make our 
selection of dancers for Norway Day.  We need 10 children, ideally 5 boys and 5 girls and we would love to use all our 
Year 8 students as this is their final year to dance.  
If a child does not want to or is unable to dance on the day we will look at Year 7 students. 
 
 

Events – Reminders Section 

  

Reminder Second Hand Uniform contact:  Michele Buckley 374 0494 or 027 652 1437 

 Cross Country training Monday – Thursday. 

 Netball fees need to be paid to the school 

Thursday 17 May  National Day of Norway 

Friday 18 May Book Club due 

Sunday 20 May Targa Rally 

Sunday 20 May  Norway Day Celebrations 

Monday 21 May NYLD Yr 7 Students 

Wednesday 23 May  Farm Visit Senior Hub 

Thursday 24 May HB Barefoot Rugby Tournament 
 
 



 
Odyssey Cave 

 

Holy macaroonio!!  Camp …… done and dusted!!!  And what a fantastic time we had!!  We couldn’t have 

asked for a better experience for the kids to learn the do’s and don’ts about tramping – Be Prepared!!  We set 
off on a GREAT learning adventure, arriving and sussing out the amazing facilities at Camp Wakarara.  We 
didn’t have to pitch tents, so went and learned a little about streams and continued on our first hour long bush 
walk around the Swamp Loop track.  Beautiful.  We came back and conquered the confidence course and the 
climbing wall, learned how to cook our own dinner on the barby …. and how to wash our own dishes!!!  After 
that we began to make rafts from a collection of sticks brought back to camp from our walk. Off to bed with a 
bedtime story read by a couple of amazing parents and after a little (or a lot of??) excitement, off to sleep.   
 
The next day, our super parents were up at the crack of dawn cooking breakfast and preparing the lunch items 
for the children to make their own lunch.  Kids were dressed, packs were checked and off we set, all prepared.  
The day was slightly chilly and a little drizzly.  As we climbed higher and higher, the resilience of the children 
began to show.  What amazing kids we have in this class.  Everybody gave it everything they had.  Nobody 
complained and we all made it to the top within 3 hours!!!  Brilliant effort. I am SO proud of these kiddies!  
Some of the youngest in the class were amongst the first to summit!!  What energy and enthusiasm!!!  
 
That evening we enjoyed the (slightly impromptu) talent show, where a few children were struck down with a 
bad case of ‘stage fright!!’  However, others got their moment in the limelight, much to the delight of the 
parents watching!  Bedtime stories done and this time, everybody was asleep by 7:35pm.  Not another peep!!! 
 
On our final day, we marched down to the local stream in eager anticipation of the ‘boat race!’  Students had 
made rafts which were to be launched, floating around a long bend and finally along and under the bridge, 
without losing the apple it was required to hold!  This was a scene of huge excitement as Russell launched the 
boats one-by-one out of sight of the kids on the bridge.  Massive screams rang out as somebody would catch 
sight of a raft!  “Who’s was it??”  “Was the apple still on?”  “What was the time???”   
Results:   
With the apple still on – Winner = Campbell, Cooper and Wilson.  Time:  1:23 
Without the apple on  -  Winner = Charlie Brans                             Time:   0:34 
 
The camp could not have taken place without the amazing support of such super parents.  A special thank you 
to those parents who were able to come and help for three days at camp, and to those who could come along 
for the walk.  It was awesome fun and would not have been the same without you!  Thank you.   
 

 Sunrise Hut 



Sports Section 

Junior Hockey 2018 

Friday May 11 

Norsewood are on duty in Week  3 – 18th May at both venues.     
The next four weeks draws are available on the DSC Junior Hockey facebook page and the 
school website. 
Please note the Yr7/8 hockey is at DHS from this week onwards, there is now NO tuck 
shop, as there is to be nor food or drink on or near the turf.  Sorry about this but the 
Hockey committee had not had clarification of this when we started last week. 
Many thanks to those parents who have put their hands up to help with either teams or 
grades, this is greatly appreciated. 
Draw:  Funsticks – Red vs Green – Turf 4 – 3.50pm 
             Mini B – Norsewood Ninjas vs Ruahine South Mini B– Turf 2 – 5.00pm 
             Mini A – Norsewood Strikers vs South Mini A – Turf 1 – 5.00pm 
             Kiwi A – Norsewood Rangers vs Weber Warriors – Turf 3 – 4.30pm 
                            Norsewood Phantoms vs South Kiwi A – Turf 3 – 5.30pm 
             Kwik B – Norsewood Stars vs South Kwik B – High School – 6.00pm 
             Kwik A – Norsewood Stormers vs St Joes Kwik A – High School – 4.00pm 

Dannevirke Junior 
Netball 

2nd Grading Day 

Saturday May 12 

 

Games will be 10 minutes each way, 2 minutes half time.  No injury time.  
Round 1:  9.15 am – Combined A vs Ruahine B – Court 1 
Round 2:  9.45am –  Norsewood  C vs Kura B – Court 1 
                                 -  Norsewood B vs Ruahine C – Court 2 
Round 3:  10.15am - Combined A vs HR Hawkes A – Court 2 
Round 4:  10.45am -  Norsewood B vs HR Hornets B – Court 4 
                                    - Norsewood C vs HR Herons C – Court 3 
5 v 5 – 10.15am-10.45am  - Court  5 skills and drills 
             10.45am-11.15am -  Court 3,4,5 games. 
4 v 4 – 9.00am – 10.am    - In the stadium skills and drills and games. 

JAB Rugby  

Saturday May 12 

 

Draw:  Rippa – Norsewood vs Huia/TKK – Field 2 – 10.30am – Round 2 
             Midget – Puketoi/Nswd vs South Black– Field 2 – 10.00am – Round 2  
             Junior – TKK/Nswd vs Central – Field 4 – 11.00am – Round 1  
             Senior –Dvke Combined vs Waipawa Black – Dvke– 10.00am – Round 2 

 

Our Mighty Rippa Team  

                                       
 
 
Sport News from Mr Clayton 

1. During lunchtimes Mr Clayton will be holding some training sessions for Netball (Monday), Rugby 
(Wednesday) and Hockey (Thursday).  Students have been made aware of this and will need specific 
equipment:  Netball needs adequate shoes.  Rugby needs a change of clothes and a mouth guard.  
Hockey needs shoes, shin pads and mouth guard. 

 
2. A reminder that students need to have a disclaimer signed to run the cross country in bare feet.  This 

also applies to our practices.  Disclaimer forms are available at the school office. 
 

3. Tough Guy & Girl registrations need to be complete with payment and handed back to the school 
office by Friday 18th May, if you want the school to register on your behalf. 

 
 



ORMONDVILLE STATION SOUVENIR COVER 1997 
Just over 20 years ago I lived near Ormondville and worked as Resource Teacher Special Needs in the then Southern 
Hawkes Bay District.  I knew Mr Fred Playle author of 101 Years of Ormondville and the then President of the 
Ormondville Railway Preservation Group.  We were in the Norsewood and Districts Lions Club together. 
 
I worked at Ormondville School and needed to see creative ways to fund-raise for things like technology such as 
computers, which were quite expensive in those days.  I knew the Minister of Education as he was the  
local MP and as Minister of Education I had met him about maintaining a truancy service in the Dannevirke area.  He 
agree to sign the souvenir covers and to ask his friend Francis Small to do the same for a limited number covers. 
 
On 30

th
 November 1997, the Norsewood Market Day was held in the early morning and the official station opening was 

later in the morning.  On arriving at the station later that day it was too crowded to set up a stall there.  There had been 
little time to promote the covers leading up to the day and only a few covers were sold in the morning at Norsewood. 
 
These covers have been stored away for over 20 years and the stamp collecting community would not know of its 
existence.  It is now being given to Norsewood and Districts School to sell and raise funds for ‘students with special 
needs. 
 
Mike Stone 
 

                                        
 

                                          
 
If you know of anyone would be interested in purchasing these please contact the school.  Enquiries are being 
made to get the true value of them.  Money raised will go to children with Special Needs. 
 



SSG Section 

Hello everyone,  
 
Last night we had a great meeting and we would like to thank everyone for making the time to be part of our 
projects ahead. 
We would like to thank Vanessa for stepping up in making the lunch for Norway Day possible.  We have some 
helpers but please get in touch if you are attending Norway Day on Sunday 20th May and are available to help 
with preparing and/or serving lunch. 
 
I am so excited to let you know that the SSG now has a secretary!!!   Jazmine Bethell has stepped up, so a huge 
thank you!!! 
 
Targa Rally gear is ready for volunteers to collect from the staff room.  Please collect your bundle and please 
get in touch if you have any questions. 
 
Prue Deighton has an amazing project on the go to brighten up the school grounds, watch this space, the little 
people project is about to kick off. 
 
If you have any outdoor coloured paint or undercoat that you have left over, would you be so kind as to 
donate it to the school? 
 
Suze Chadwick is flat out investigating possibilities for the bike track, we are getting an expert in from the 
“Bikes in Schools Programme” to have a look what options we have.  If you would like to be part of that meeting 
please get in touch. 
 
We are getting final details for a proposed pool upgrade which we will present to the Board and make sure 
everyone is happy before we proceed. 
 
Thank you to Stu Radcliffe for joining us. 
 
Thanking you all for your support. 
 
Lidewij Black 
374 1733 or 027 244 8066 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

OUTSIDE NOTICES 

Celebrating Norway Day in Norsewood – Sunday May 20th 
 
Norsewood Promotions & Scandinavian Club of the Manawatu invite all to this unique event. 
From 10.15 at the Cemetery, learn about the lives of a few of our settlers or if the weather doesn’t cooperate, 
at St David’s Church. 
Please bring a contribution towards lunch at the Hovding Hall or make a Scandinavian inspired contribution to 
the cooking competition.   Categories:  Adults, Children Savoury, Sweet, Salad. 
Participate in a novel fun scandi cooking contest – live. 
There will be a short history talk on The Race to the South Pole.  How Roald Amundsen was there first. 
As last year the Old Dairy Factory will host Scandi Dancing Pre School and School age. 
The Norsewood Choir will be a delight.  Some surprises will follow. 
Don’t bypass the all day market in the grounds on NZ Natural Clothing, the Wopwops wetland park. 
Our special guests will be Beate, a senior representative visiting from the Norwegian Embassy, Canberra and 
Graeme Mitchell Hon. Consul, Wellington. 
Follow the Norsewood Facebook page as more details of the programme unfold. 
Please support our unique iconic event in it’s 27th year. 

 
 

Norsewood and Districts’ Health Centre 
The Norsewood and Districts’ Health Centre are holding their AGM on the 28th May at 7.30pm. 
This will be held at the War Memorial Hall, Norsewood.   All welcome. 
 
 

Piano Lessons 
Ruth Appleton A.T.C.L.,I.R.M.T. 

Teacher of Piano (keyboard) and theory 
Classical and Modern Streams 

 
Lesson times are available during school hours (9.00am - 2.00pm), Fridays here at Norsewood & Districts 
School.  This musical opportunity is permanent, depending solely on continuing piano student numbers. 
 Play for fun, entertaining not only for yourself, but family and friends.  The A.N.Z.C.A. exam syllabus is also 
available for those wishing to gain certificates, working through levels/grades, both in practical and theory. 
 
Enquires:  06 374 6981 or 027 881 045 (text please) 
 

 


