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Give it a Go, Respectful, Empowered, Attitude, Thinking

Principal Chat
Velkommen / Kia Ora Koutou / Welcome
I’ll start with my fail of the week. I decided to run a staff meeting on Tuesday with the promethean TV.
Thinking I knew it all, I had that sinking feeling when I couldn’t get it to go. After half an hour of trying
we finally gave up and rang a year 8 student who talked us through the process. Sigh… I’m really grateful that we have students that can teach us with patience.
However, I do feel like the ‘fun police’ at the moment.
1.

2.

3.

We have several students deciding to wear necklaces to school. While this is not uniform unless it
is a taonga from the family, there are safety reasons that this is a rule. Necklaces are not safe in
the playground as they can get caught and injure a child. The variety of necklaces I have at the
moment can go home tomorrow.
Toy cars. The school purchased small cars for two classrooms, however these seem to have disappeared, so students are back to bringing cars from home. The reason this was stopped was due to
fights and arguments between students over cars. If you have any spare cars at home that could
donated to the school, it would be appreciated, but please keep toy cars for home otherwise.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have been noticing patterns with students absent. The
Ministry of Education are taking a close look at student’s absenteeism after Covid and ways to reengage students in school. Therefore if your child is away a lot, please be aware you may receive
a call from truancy services or the health nurse next term.

On a more positive note, we held our school speech finals yesterday. Our judges were from
toastmasters and they were blown away with the content in our speeches. They commented that they
were some of the best they had heard from all levels and any of the seniors could have gone to the
interschool competition and held their own. Congratulations to all our students who presented their
speech in front of the school yesterday.
Thank you to everyone who supported our Book Fair and Father’s Day raffle. They have both been a
great success.
Today we had two teams in the Interschool Literacy Quiz. While unfortunately, both teams had
members away so could not answer all questions, they all enjoyed the experience and represented our
school with pride.
Great news – we have appointed Mrs Kirsten Selfe for our senior class. Kirsten will start next term from
Mon-Thurs. I would like to welcome Kirsten into our team, and while our seniors already know Kirsten,
please feel free to pop in and make yourself known to her.
Holidays next week are very timely as there are a lot of tired students. Have a safe and restful break
and I look forward to seeing our amazing kids next term.
Ka kite ano
Angela McQuarrie
Principal

WHANAU

Some dates for next term:
Monday 17th October—First day of Term 4
Wednesday 20th October—Rangitoto Day at Takapau School
Thursday 28th October—Pet Day at school

School Speeches

Oh- no! The day came
I was so nervous.
My heart was pounding 100 volts a second.
It was my turn next. I felt like saying “I can’t do this”.
But I didn’t do that.
And I gave it a go and did it.
I felt so relieved.
I almost cried.
By Henry

It was my turn next. I couldn't hear a thing, not even my classmates talking because I was so
nervous. I wished this day would just go away! I walked up, face down. I was so nervous but
after reading the last word I looked up and I saw everybody clapping and smiling.
I was so glad it was done.
By Anna

I was so nervous I couldn't even talk properly. My head was down, my face was red and I just
froze. I was embarrassed in front of the class. I was even shaking. When my speech was
finished I ran straight to my seat and hid my face. I was unhappy when it finished because my
story was not good enough. Maybe next year I will be better :) By Prophecy
I was nervous. My heart was pounding. My turn was next. I was so
nervous my hands started shaking. I finally got up at the front of the class.
I started to read. I didn’t want to look up. But before I knew it my speech
was done! Everyone clapped and I went to sit down. I was extremely
happy that it was over and done with! I was so proud of myself! By Indy
I was so terrified that my palms started to sweat and my heart was pounding like a big drum
parade. My hands were trembling while everyone was watching me, like an owl watching a
mouse. While I was talking I stuttered and I thought I was done for. When I was done I was so
relieved that I could jump to the moon.
By Boston

JUNIOR SPEECHES:
1st William Heald, 2nd Lincoln Maniapoto, 3rd Amelia Brown and
Highly Commended was Aria Menzies

INTERMEDIATE SPEECHES:1st Wilson Bishop, 2nd Khloe Tapa, Henry Heald and Highly
Commended was Emerson Knight

SENIOR SPEECHES: 1st Monty Knight, 2nd Kate Bishop, 3rd Rylan Bailey and Highly
Commended Isabelle Heald

Congratulations to all our winners. Many of you may have been nervous but you all did well.

